

{PHOTOGRAPHY} {Year 11}
·                Autumn
Assessment:

Students are assessed regularly against the AQA mark scheme and provided with actionable improvement feedback. 
                  Spring
Assessment:

Students are assessed regularly against the AQA mark scheme and provided with actionable improvement feedback. 

Homework: 
· Pupils will be expected to complete areas of coursework at home such as artist research. 
· They will also be expected to complete any outstanding work from lessons.  
· Depending on their work rate pupils may also be given extra drawing tasks to complete to support their work. 

Overview
Controlled Assignment: Exam
From January, students begin the GCSE Photography Exam Project, responding to an externally set theme from AQA. They produce a full body of work including mind‑maps, moodboards, artist research, photoshoots, contact sheets, digital edits, physical edits and refined developments. Students work with increasing independence, selecting techniques and influences that best express their personal response. The project concludes with a 10‑hour practical exam completed over two days, during which students create a final, fully realised photographic outcome that showcases creativity, technical skill and a confident photographic voice. 
Year 11 students refine their coursework before moving into the GCSE Photography Exam. They complete advanced shoots, physical and digital edits, mixed‑media experimentation and a final personal response. Students learn to work independently, justify artistic decisions and produce a professional‑quality portfolio. The year culminates in a 10‑hour practical exam where students bring together their strongest skills to create a final, fully realised photographic outcome. 
Portfolio Entry: MOCK EXAM  
 
Year 11 begins with the Mock Exam Project, where students complete a full GCSE‑style photography project to strengthen their coursework and prepare for the demands of the real exam. They refine their theme research, complete artist studies, plan and conduct advanced photoshoots, and experiment with both digital and physical editing techniques. The project culminates in a supervised 5‑hour mock exam, giving students valuable experience in producing a final photographic outcome under timed conditions. This process builds confidence, independence and a strong understanding of GCSE expectations. 




